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RO MAN Ss XIV. 10. 


We fhall all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 


1. HY" awful a ſolemnity is at hand? Yet a 
11 little while, and we ſhall all tand pefore the 
Judgment feat of Chriſt. For as I live, faith the Lord, 
every- knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 
fefs to God, And in that day, Every one of us ſhall 
give account of himſelf to God. | k 
2. Had all men a deep ſenſe of this, how effec- 
tually would it ſecure the intereſts of ſociety ? For 
what more forcible motive can be conceived, to 
the practice of genuine morality ? To a ſteady pur- 
poſe of ſolid virtue? An uniform walking in juſtice, 
mercy, and truth? What could ſtrengthen our 
hands in all that is. good, and deter us from Ill evil, 
' like a ſtrong conviction of this, The Judge ftandeth 

at the door: and we are ſhortly to ſtand before him ? 

3. It may therefore be of uſe to conſider, 

l The chief circumſtances which will precede 
our ſtanding before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 

II. The judgment itſelf, and, 3 

III. A few of the circumſtances Which will 
follow it. | 

I. Let us, in the firſt place conſider the chief 
cixcumſtances which will. precede our ſtanding be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 

And iſt, || God will fhew ſigns in the earth beneath: 
particularly he will ariſe to ſhake terribly the earths 
The earth ſhall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and 
all be remoued like à cottage. Tt There all be 
earthquakes xare Tiwe; (not in divers only, but in all 


1 Ads ii. ig. þ T Luke xxi, 1t» 
© bens Places: 


$3575 
es bole 52 . 0 3 2 1 v A gan 
Platts * not ig one only, or a few but in every 
part of the habitable world ;) even fock as were not \ 
fence men were upon the earth, fo maghty earthquakes 
and fo great. In one of theſe, ® every an 77 — 
away, and the mountains will not be found. Mean 
time all the waters of the terraqueous globe will 
feel the violence of thoſe concuſſions; te fe 
and waves roaring, with Tuch an agitation as Fad 
never been known. before, ſince the hour that the 
fountains of the great deep were broken up, to deſtroy 
the earth whtch then ./tood out of the water and in 
the water, . The air will be all ſtorm and tempeſt, 
full of dark + vapours and pillars of ſmoke”; reſound- 
ing with thunder from pole to pole, and torn with 
ten thoufand lightnings,. But the commotion. will 
not ſtop in the region of the air: || the powers. of 
heaven alfo 757 be alen. There ſhall be ſigus in t 
ſun and in the moon and in the ftars; thoſe fixt, as well 
as thoſe that move round them. Tie fun & ſhall be 
- turned into darkneſs and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come. The 1 ftars 
[hal withdraw ther Lene yea and fall from heaven, 
being thrown out of their orbits. And then ſhall 
be heard the univerſal ſhout ** from all the com- 
panies of heaven, followed by the voice of the arch- 
angel, proclaiming the approach of the Son of God 
and man, and the trumpet.of God, ſounding an alarm. 
to all that fleth in the duſt of the earth, In conſe- 
quence of this, all the graves ſhall open, and the 
bodies of men ariſe, The fea ++ alfo ſhall give up 
the dead which are therein, and every one ſhall riſe 
with his own body + his own in ſubſtance, although 
ſo changed in its properties, as. we cannot now. . 
conceive, For F this corruptible will then put on 
. and this mortal put on immortality. 
Vea, death and hades, the inviſible world, ſhall 
deliver up the dead that are in them, So that 


® Rev. xvi. 20, 4 Luke xxi. 25, + Joel ii. gz. Luke 
xi. 23, 26.6 1 2 74 Joek iii. 15. uu The: v. 15. 
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all who eyer lived and died fince God e man, 
mall be raiſed incorru ptible and i immorta 
. At the ſame tins the Son of man ff all . 
h \his' angels over all the earth, and * they. fhall- 
aller hes ete from the four winds, from one end of © 
— to the other. And the Lord himſelf malt 
e wit clouds, in his own bory, and the glory of his 
of ang with 1 4225 71 us ſaints, even rte. 
72 "and'+ ſh fit upon tlie throne of his glory, 
ove Mm 15 gathered all nations, and 
25 ae Na one from another, and fhall fet the 
Aich the good, on * right hand, andthe goats, the 
wie Wed, 1 Pan the left. Concerning this general 
aſſembly 18 is G2 T0 beloved Fife ple ſpeaks 
us: , (7, the all that 55 een dead, 
all and ge A ore «Cog 42 1 e 
Feet {ag u iy 2 ſon, "plainly re{errin 
Fe rie ng amon 1 9 78 the deg id 
went 1 Judg dged My 0 of thofe Thing s FR were written in 
the 155 9 to their {1 
* e are the chief circumſtances which are 
18 ee? the oracles of God; as preceding the 
ge ral Judgment. We are, ſecon dly, to conſider 
eh 1 itſelf, lo far. as, it hatt pleaſed. ( od to 
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lied him, even in his human nature, and or- 
gined him, as man, to try the children of men, to 
be the Judge both of the quick: and dead both of 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at his coming, 
and of thoſe who were before gathered to their 
fathers, OT A | 7171 
. The time, termed by the prophet, the . 
and the terrible day, is uſually, in Scripture ſtiled 
the day of the Lord. The (pace from the creation. 
of man upon the earth to the end of all things, is 
the day of the ſons of men + the time that is now 
aſſing over us, is properly our day. When this 
is ended, the day of the Lord will begin. But who 
can ſay, 4 5 it will continue? 5 Vith the 
Lord one day is as a thouſand years, and a thouſand 
years as one day. And from this very expreſſion 
ſome of the ancient fathers drew that inference, 
that, what is commonly called the day of judgment, 
would be indeed a thouſand years, | And.it ſeems 
they did not go, beyond the truth: , nay,.probably 
they did not come up to it. For if we conſider the 
number of perſons. who. are to be judged, and of. 
actions which are to be enquired. into, it does not 
appear, that a thouſand years will ſuffice for the 
tranſactions of that day, So that it may not impro- 
bably comprize ſeveral thouſand years. But God. 
Wall reveal this alſo in its ſeaſon. | 
3. With. regard. to the place where mankind 
will be judged, - we have no explicit account in 
Scripture, An eminent Writer (but not he alone; 
many have been of the ſame opinion) ſuppoſes it 
ed: on earth, F. ee 2 
cording to Which they ſhall, be judged,; and chat 
God will.in order zhergto employ the angels of his 
ſtrength, B „ iges 14.73 to. fügen b 
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« To ſmooth and lengthen out. the boundleſs ſpace, 


And ſpread an area for all human race. 
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But perhaps it is more agreeable to our Lard's own 
— iis of his comin Þ the Clouds, to ſu en 
will be bo e the eatth, i not! < tice a 155 oy 
beight?! And this ſuppoſition 3 is not a late 1 
veured, by what St. Paul writes to c . 
mant. + The dead in Chrift all viſe fir 4 
' who remain alive, all be caught 415 tag ether. w 
them, i in the clouds, to et the Lord in 5 a 
that it ſeems moſt probable, the Jreat white he | 
will be high egshted above the eat, 

4. The perlons to be judged, who can count, an 
mote than'the drops of rain, or the ands of the ſea? 
J beheld, faith St. John, a great multitude which n 
man could. number, clothed 4810 White robes, 11 

ims in their bands. How immenſe then muſt 
be the total multitijde of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongnes ? Of all that haye prong. 
from ehe lvins of Aer fince the world be 
time ſhall be no more? If Gy adit the c mmon 
_ fition; which feenis no wa abſurd, that the 
earth bears at an: bag fo no1 han four hun- 
dred millions el living ſoüls, men, women ang 
childten: What a e muſt 7 all thoſe re 


rations mike, ho h gi Ne oth r Mr 
ſeverithouſand years 7 uh 


4 Great Nerger world in arms, proud Canne? TY 
They all are here: and here they all are 
Their numbers ſwell to be diſcerned i in rk "ape . 


i; Loft as A drop i in the unbounded main. 


Every mb, every woman every infant of 95 
that ever breathett = of Ng wir, Will chen hear the 
voice of the Son of G od, and 1 into life, and aps 
pear deſage At. And AR Nen to be the Ba. 
tural import of chat expreſſion, the dead, Jſmatt and 
great ; all, univerſally, all wit rs ce tion 22 
of every age, ſex, c or 2 ee; At ever ived 
died, or underwent fach a A ze as will be . 


+2 Theff iv. 16, 17, 
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valent with death. For long before that day the 
phantom of human eſs dilappears and —— 
into nothing, Even, in the moment of death, that 
vaniſhes away»: Who is rich qr great in the grave 7 
5 And every man ſhall there give an arcount᷑ a 
his -0zan- warks, yen, à full and true account; of all 
that, be ever did while in the body, whether it was 
good ar evil. O what à ſcene will then be dif- 
cloſed, in tha ſight: of angels and men! While not 
tho fabled: Tee ev the Lord God Al- 
rg who: nn. N 1d 1 n We: 
ck „ 


" Caigatque ae FE ſubigitqus fateri. * 
12 Juis 2 ud fi upeſos, furio ltatus inanl, + 
uf in ſeram n Piaeula more. | 
Nar wil FR the actio alone of every. "hal of 

man, l hen. bi nen A ee view, but, all 
74 ſeeing, wor | high, e 4 
k, they ſhall. give 3 1 18 
4 72 So that A words. ay well 2s, works, 
halt be j 1 500 ar by 1 n thou. fhalk bs 
con demngd. I not God b ring to light 
Ne Fireuealianes 1 2 1 Every 
ward gr. aig a, ag nat aliered.the nature, yet 
Ie ene oy increaſed the goodneſs. or hagneſs of 
Jy 1.842 how, eaſy is this, to, him, wha igabn¹j 
3 5 our path, aus, ſputh out all qur: 


c know, tie darkneſs. 18 not 4 i 
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eat. And what marvel? e the, 
Yeans, , and. underſtands. all aur thoughts. ' dilthings. 
are naled and open, to the eyes. of li with how We! 
have. to da. Mell and deſſruclion ane beforei hin untl 
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- 5, And in that day ſhall be diſcovered every in« 
ward working of every human ſoul: every appetite, 
paſſion, inclination, affeftion, with the various 
combinations of them, with every temper and di- 
poſition that conſtitute the whole complex cha- 
rater of each individual, So ſhall it be clearly and 
infallibly ſeen; who was righteous, and who un- 
righteous; and in what degree every action, or 
perſon, or character, was either good or evil. 

8. Then the Ring will ſay to them on hit right-hand, 
come ye bleſſed of my Father. For I was hungry and 
ye gave me meat, thirſty and ye gave me drink, I was 
a ſtranger and ye took me in, ed and ye clothed me, 
In like manner, all the good they did upon earth, 
will be recited before men and angels: what- 
ſoever they had done either in word or deed, in the 
name, or for the ſake of the Lord Fefus. All their 
qo deſires, intentions, thoughts, all their holy 

iſpoſitions, will alſo be then remembered; and 
it will appear, That though they were unknown 
or forgotten among men, yet God noted them in hit 
book, All their ſufferings likewiſe, for the name of 
Jeſus, and for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
will be diſplayed unto their praiſe, from the righ- 
teous Judge, their honour before ſaints and'angels, 
and the increaſe of that far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. © ped ihr 

. But will their evil deeds too, (ſince if we take 

in his whole life, there is not a man upon earth that” 
liveth and ſinneth not) will theſe be remembered 
in that day, and mentioned in the great congre- 
gation? Many believe they will not, and aſk, 
« Would not this imply, that their ſufferings were- | 
not at an end, even when life was'ended ? - Seeing 
they would ſtill have a ſorrow, and ſhame and con- 
ſuſion of face to endure? They aſk farther, How 
can this be reconciled with God's declaration by 
the prophet. If the wicked will turn from all his 
fins that he hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes 


Eck. xviii. 21, 22 


and 


| 1989 

and do that which ig lawful and right ; all kis tranfſ* 
greffions that he-hath committed, they all not be once 
mentioned to him. How is it conſiſtent with the 
promiſe which God has made, to all who accept of 
the goſpel-covenant, I will forgive their iniquitſes, 
and remember their n no more. Or as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, | { will bemerciful to their unrighteouſneſs, 
and their ns and iniguities will I remember no 
more ? hs - 1149 To «137 
10, It may be anſwered, it is apparently and ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, for the full diſplay of the glory 
of God, for the clear and perſect manifeſtation 
his wiſdom, juſtice, power, and mercy toward the 
heirs of ſalvation, that all the circumſtances pf 
their liſe ſuauld be placed in open view, together 
with all, their-cempers, and all the defires, thoughts 
and intents of their hearts. Otherwife how 5 
it appear out of what a depth ofifin and miſery t 

ace of God hath delivered them? And, indeed, 
if the whole lives of all the children of men were 
not manifeſtly diſcovered, the whole amazing con» 
texture of divine Providence could not be mani- 
ſeſted; nor ſhould we yet be able in d thouſand 
inſtances, 1 „ jen ©: Th tals 10s Ie Ee 5 


To 5 juſlify the ways of God to man,” Me 


Ualeſs our Lord's words were fulfilled in their ut - 
moſt ſenſe, without any reſtriſtion or limitation; 
$ There is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, 
or Ad that ſhall not be known, abundance of God's 
diſpenſations under the ſun would: Gillappeat with. 
* their reaſons. And then only when God bath 
rought to light alt the hidden things of darkneſs; 
wholoeyer were the actors therein, will it be 
ſeen that wile, and good were all his Was: thut 
he ſaw through a thick cloud, and governed all things 
by the wiſe counfel his own will: that nothing 
was left to the chance or the caprice of man, bt 


J Jer, axzj. 34» ? + Heb. vill, 22. ** 


00 
God diſpoſed all ftrongiy and ſweetly, and wrought 
all Foe = ad chain 4 — 5 mercy, — 
truth. BOL: | 
11, And in the diſcovery of the divine perfec- 
tions, the righteous will rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able; far from feeling any painful ſorrow or ſhame, 
for any of thoſe paſt tranſgreſſions, which were 
long ſince blotted out as a cloud, waſhed away b 
the blood of the Lamb, It will be abundantly 
_ Tufficient for them, that all the tranſgreſſions whick 
they had committed fhall not be once mentioned unto 
them, to their diſadvantage ; that their fins and tranſ- 
greſions and iniguities ſhall be remembered no more, to 
their condemnation, This is the plain meanin 
of the promiſe: and this all the children of Go 
ſhall find true, to their everlaſting comfort. 
12, After the righteous are judged, the King will 
turn to them .upon his left hand, and they ſhall 
allo be judged, every man according to his works, 
But not only their outward works will be brought . 
into the account, but all the evil words which they 
have ever ſpoken; yea, all the evil deſires, affec- 
tions, tempers, which have or have had, a place in 
their Bek and all the evil thoughts or deſigns 
which were ever cheriſhed in their hearts. The 
Joyful fentence of acquittal will then be pronounced 
upon thoſe on the right hand: the dreadful ſen- 
tence of condemnation upon thoſe on the left: 
both of which muſt remain fixt and unmoveable as 
the throne of God, 5 | 
III. 1. We may, in the third place, conſider a 
few of the circumſtances which will follow the 
general judgment. And the firſt is the execution 
of the ſentence pronounced on the — and Fo the 
good. Theſe hall go away into eternal puniſhment, 
and the * Kaggrh- life ternal. It del be ob- 
ſerved, it is the very ſame word which is uſed, 
both in the former and latter clauſe : it follows, 
that either the puniſhment laſts for ever, or the 
reward too will come to an end. No,, never 
unleſs God could come to an end, or a 
E an 


. 6 
and truth could fail. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine 
forth as the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father, and 
ſhall drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſurewhich are at God's 
right hand for evermore. But here all deſcription | 
falls ſhort; all human language fails! Only one 
who is caught up into the third heaven, can have 
a juſt. conception of it, But even ſuch a one can- 
not expreſs what he hath ſeen; theſe things it ix not 
poſſible for man to utter. $6365 01 30, 
The wicked, mean time,' ſhall be turned mto hell, 
even all the people that forget God, They will be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. They 
will, be caſt into the lake of fire burning with brum- 
ftone, originally prepared. for the devil and his 
angels; where they will gnam their tongues for 
anguiſh and pain, they will curſe God and look up- 
ward: there the dogs of hell, pride, ' malice, re- 
venge, tage, horror, deſpair, continually devour 
hem. There they have no reſt, day or night, but 
the obe of their torment aſcendeth for ever and 
ever. For their worm dieth not, and their fire us not 
quenched... t go 54 17: 15 
2. Then the heavens ſhall be ſhriveled up as & 
parchment ſcroll, and paſs away with a great noiſe > 
they will fee + from the face of him that futteth 
on the throne, and there will be found no place for 
them. The very manner of their paſſing awa 
is diſcloſed to us by the Apoſtle Peter: I In the day 
of Cod the heavens being on: fire, all be diſſolved. 
The whole beautiful fabric will be overthrown by 
that raging element, the connection of all its parts 
deſtroyed, and every atom torn aſunder from the 
others. By the ſame, the earth alſo and the works 
that, are therein ſhall be burnt up. The enormous 
works of nature, the everlaſting kills, mountainsthat 
have defied the rage of time, and ſtood unmoved 
fo: many thouſand years, will firik down in fiery. 
ruin. How much leſs will the works of art, 
Rev. xx. 31, 3} 2 Pet, iii, x2, | Ibid v. 10. | 
| though 


know thereafter. 


WW | 


though of the moſt durable kind, the utmoſt efforts 


of human induſtry, tombs, pillars, triumphal arches, 
pyramids, be able to withſtand the flaming Con- 
queror. All, all will die, periſh, vaniſh away, like 
a dream when one awaketh! | 

g. It has indeed been imagined by ſome great 
and good men, that as it requires that ſame Al- 
mighty Power, to annihilate things as to create, to 
ſpeak into nothing, or out of nothing: ſono part of, 
no atom in the univerſe, will be totally or __— 


deſtroyed. Rather, they ſuppoſe; that as the la 


ration of: fire, which we have yet been able to 
ſetve, is to reduce into glaſs, what by a ſmaller. 


force it had reduced to aſhes: ſo in thę day God 


hath ordained, the whole earth, if not the material 
heavens alſo, will undergo this change, aſter which 
the fire can have no farther pewer over them. 
And they believe this is intimated by that ex- 
preſſion in the Revelation made to St. Fohn +, Before 
the throne there wa aſa of glaſs, like unto cryſtal. We 
cannot now either affirm or deny this: but we ſhaft 


4. If it be enquired by the ſcoffers, the minute 
phitoſophers, how can theſe things be ? Whence 
thauld come ſuch an immeriſe quantity of fire as 
would conſume the heavens, and the whole terra- 
queous globe? We would beg leave; firſt, to re- 
mind them that this difficulty is not peculiar to the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem. The fame opinion almoft uni- 
verſally obtained among the unbigetted heathens. 
So one of theſe celebrated free-thinkers ſpeaks, ac- 
cording to the generally received ſentiment; | 


Eſſe quoque in ſaris reminiſcitur, affore tempus, 
Qu mare, quo tellus, correptaque regia eli 
Arxdoat, & mundi woles-operoſa labofet. 
En 01 18% Jo 546 salt bee b 5+ 4: 
But, ſecondly, it is eaſy to anſwer, even from our 
fight! and ſuperficial acquaintance: with natural 


things, that there are abundant magazines of fire 


+ Chap. iv. 6. 


teady 
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ready prepared, and treaſured up againſt the day 
of the Lord. How ſoon may a comet, commiſ- 
ſioned by him, travel down from the moſt diſtant, 
parts of the univerſe? And were it to fix upon the 
earth, in its return from the ſun, when it is ſome 
thouſand. times hotter than a red hot cannon-ball, - 
who does not ſee what muſt be the immediate 
conſequence? But, not to aſcend ſo high, as the 
ethereal heavens, Might not the ſame lightnings 
which give ſhine to the world, if commanded by the 
Lord of Nature, give ruin and utter deſtruction ? 
Or, to go no farther than the globe itſelf; who. 
knows what huge reſervoirs of liquid fire are from 
age to age contained in the bowels. of the earth? 
Atna, Hecla, Veſuvius, and all the other Volcanos 
that belch out flames and. coals of fire, what are 
they, but ſo many proofs and mouths of. thoſe 
* fiery furnaces? And at the ſame time fo, many 
evidences, that God hath in readineſs wherewith 
to fulkl his word, Yea, were. we to oblerve no 
more than the ſurface of the earth, and the things 
that ſurround us on every fide, it is molt certain 
(as a thouſand experiments prove, beyond all pol» 
fibility of denial) that we ourletves, our whole: 
bodies are full of fire, as well as every thing.round- 
about us, Is it not eaſy, to make thisicthereal fre 
viſible even to the naked eye? And to produce 
thereby the. very ſame effects on combuſtible mat- 
ter, which are produced by culinary fire? Needs 
there then any more, than for God to unloole that 
ſecret chain, whereby this irreſiſtible ageat is now. 
bound down, and lies,quieſcent ia every particle of, 
matter ? And how ſoon would it tear the univerſal 
frame in pieces, and involve all in one common 
ruin ? | | * 
5. There is one circumſtance more which will 
follow the judgment, ,that deſerves our ſerious, ' 
conſideration. * e look, ſays the Apoſtle, according 
to his promiſe, for new heavens and a new earth, 
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wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, The promiſe ſtands 
in the propheſy of 1ſaiah, || Behold I create new hea- 
vens and a new earth, And the former ſhall not be 
remembered: ſo great ſhall the glory of the latter be. 
Theſe St. ohn did behold in the viſions of God, 
1 jaw, * ſaith he, a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the firſt heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away. 
And only righteouſneſs dwelt therein. Accordingly 
he adds, + and J heard @ great voice from the third 
heaven, ſaying, behold the tabernacle of Cod is with 
men, and K will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his 
feople, and God himſelf ſhall be with them and be their 
God. Of neceſſity therefore they will all be happy: 
t God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying: 
neither all there be any more pain, ꝙ There all be 

no more curſe ; but they ſhall ſee his face, ſhall have 
the neareſt acceſs to, and thence the higheſt reſem- 
blance of him. This is the ſtrongeſt * in 
the language of ſcripture, to denote the moſt perfect 
happineſs. And his name fhall be on their foreheads, 
They ſhall be openly acknowledged as God's own 
property: and his glorious nature ſhall moſt viſibly 
ſhine forth in them. And there all be no night 
there, and they need no candle, neither the light of the 
Jun e for the Lord God giveth them tight, and they all 
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IV. It remains only, to apply the preceding 
confiderations to all who are here before God. In 
human courts, it is poſſible ſome who are guilty, 
may eſcape for want of evidence, But there is no 
want of evidence in that court. All men with 
whom you had the moſt ſecret intercourſe, who 
were privy to all your defigns and actions are ready 
before your face. So are all the ſpirits of dark- 
neſs, who inſpired evil deſigns, and aſſiſted in the 
execution of them. So are all the angels of God, 
thoſe eyes of the Lord, that run to and fro over all the 
earth, who watched over your ſoul, and laboured 
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tor your good, ſo far as you would permit, So is 
your own conſcience, a thouſand witneſſes in one, 
now no. more capable of being either blinded or 
lilenced, but conſtrained to know and to {peak the 
naked truth, touching all your thoughts and words 
and actions. And is conſcience as a thouſand wits 
neſſes yea, but God is as a thouſand conſciences 
O who can ſtand before the face of the great God, 
even our Saviour, Feſus Chriſt ! : 

See, ſee! He cometh! He maketh the clouds 
his chariots! He rideth upon the wings of the 
wind! A devouring fire goeth before him, and 
after him a flame burneth! See, he ſitteth upon his 
throne, clothed with light as with a garment, ar- 
rayed with majeſty and honour, Behold his eyeg 
are as a flame of fire, his voice as the ſound of many 
waters! ' 85 | | 

How will ye eſcape? Will ye call to the moun- 
tains to fall on you, the rocks to cover you? Alas, 
the mountains themſelves, the rocks, the earth, the 
heavens are juſt ready to flee away! Can ye pre- 
vent the ſentence? wherewith? With all the 
ſubſtance of thy houſe, with thouſands of gold and 
filver? Blind wretch! Thou cameſt naked from 
thy mother's womb, and ſhalt go naked into eter- 
nity. Hear the Lord, the judge; Come ye blefſed of 
my Father ! inherit the e prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, Joyful found ! How 
widely different from that voice, which echoes 
through the expanſe of heaven, Depart, ye curſed 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels! And who is he, that can prevent or retard 
the full execution of either ſentence? Vain hope! 
Lo, Hell is moved from beneath, tovreceive thoſe 
who are ripe for deſtruction! And the everlaſting 
doors lift up their heads, that the heirs of glory may 
come in! | 

What manner of perſons then ought we to be, in all 
holy converſation and godieneſs We know it cannot 
be long, before the Lord will deſcend with the 
voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God; when 
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every one of us ſhall appear before him, and give 
account of lis own works, IWherefore beloved, ſeeing 
ye look for theſe things, ſeeing ye know, He will 
come and will not tarry, be diligent that ye may be 
found of himin peace, without ſpot and blameleſs, Why 
ſhould ye not? Why ſhould one of you be found 
on the left hand, at his appearing? He willeth not 
that any fhoutd ferafh, but that all ould come to repen- 7 
| tance ; by repentance to faith in a bleeding Lord; 
4 buy faith to ſpotleſs love, to the full image of God 
renewed in the heart, and producing all holineſs of 
converſation, Can you doubt of this, when you 
remember-the Judge of all, is likewiſe the Saviour of 
all? ' Hath he not bought yau with his own blood, 
that ye might not periſh, but have. everlaſting life ? 
O make proof of his mercy rather than his juſtice ! 
Of his love rather than the thunder of his power ! 
He is not far from every one of use and he is now 
come, not to condemn, but to ſave the world, He 
ſtandeth in the midſt! Sinner, doth he not now, 
even now knock at the doorof thy heart? O that 
thou mayeſt know, atlealt in this thy day, the things 
that belong unto thy-peace! O that ye may now 
give yourſelves to him who gave himſelf for you, in 
humble faith, in holy. active, patient love! fo ſha!l 
ye rejoice with exceeding juy in his day, when he 
cometh in the clouds of heaven, 
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